
 

The Canterbury Tales 
Prologue Character Posters  
and Seminar Discussion 

Part I: Create an illustration of each assigned pilgrim from 
Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales. 

 
 -Title the illustration with the name of the pilgrim  

-Label details of physical appearance & clothing 
-Identify the class of medieval society that the pilgrim 
represents,  

ie..the ruling class, clergy, merchant class, tradesmen, 
peasant class 

-Present the pilgrim’s personality traits 
 
-Identify Chaucer’s attitude toward the pilgrim based  upon 
the narrator’s description. 

i.e… how does Chaucer judge the character? 
 Praiseworthy? 
 Satirized?   If so, why? 

Morally corrupt? 
  Foolish & idiotic? 
  Hypocritical? 
  Shallow & void of character? 
 

*Upon completing your presentation, the class should have a 
solid understanding of this character, as if they have read the 
description on their own; therefore, make sure you include 
details on your poster to assist. Posters due at the end of class 
Wednesday. Presentations Friday. 



 

 
Part II: Participate in a seminar discussion in which your 
group will analyze and discuss Prologue characters based on a 
set of guiding questions.   
 
Questions will be based on direct and indirect 
characterization, irony, tone, diction, and literary and 
historical allusions, among others. 
 
Groups will select a seminar leader who will manage the 
discussion. 
 
While each group will be primarily focused on their assigned 
characters, they may also be asked to analyze other characters 
as well.  
 
This seminar discussion is intended to test close reading and 
analysis skills. It will take place this Thursday. 
 
Some other notes: 

- It is suggested that each student take brief notes on 
each character during presentations; there will be a 
brief character quiz next week. 

- Those absent during extensive parts of this five-day 
project must complete by Monday, Nov. 17 
o Complete your own posters of assigned characters 
o Answer seminar questions in the form of a 2-3 

page typed essay 
o Complete the presentation for Lang after school 

Monday, Nov. 17 



 

The Canterbury Tales 
Prologue Character Rubric 

 5 4 3 2 
Illustration Vivid Appropriate Vague Inappropriate 

Labels All & Clear Most & Clear Some Few 

Balloon Excellent Appropriate Present Inappropriate 

Class Clearly listed Listed Incorrect Not listed 

Personality  
Traits 

Clearly listed Listed Incorrect Not listed 

Chaucer’s  
attitude 

Clearly listed Listed Incorrect Not listed 

Creativity & 
Craftsmanship 

Excellent Well done Attempted 
Thrown 
 together 

Grammar & 
Spelling 

No errors Minor errors Some errors Many errors 

Total:  ________/40 (due by end of class Wednesday) 
 
Seminar discussion participation: _______/20 (Thursday) 
 
Presentation at least 3 minutes and explains the choices you 
made; each group member participates.    __________/20 
 

 
Total Assignment ____________/80 
 



 

 
 


