
The Fountainhead Exam Notes 

Note: You may want to consult these sections of the novel again prior to the in-class essay on Thursday, 

August 8. 

1. Page 136 – one of the defining quotations from Howard Roark – how can a house have 

integrity? 

2. Page 51 – Toohey as quoted in an article – does he really fight for “the heart of every man in the 

street?” 

3. Page 64 – Howard, when Cameron tries to fire him. 

4. Page 533 – Gail to Howard, discussing the Stoddard trial 

5. Page 181 – Dominique to Peter – why would marriage to Peter be punishment for her? 

6. Page 685 – Howard’s closing argument – ties the books themes together 

7. Page 408 – Gail represents the majority when he says what they want to hear 

8. Page 33 – Peter to Howard – early conversation in the book 

9. Page 229 –Toohey to Peter – Peter realizes that Toohey sees right through him 

10. Pages 356-357 – Dominique’s speech at the trial 

11. Page 191 – Peter to Howard – You can either join or fight people – are these the only ways to 

live, and which characters are represented by these ideals? 

12. Page 448 – Gail to Dominique – examine his proposal 

13. Page 344 – Howard to Dominique after Stoddard files his lawsuit – how is it possible to be 

incapable of suffering completely? 

14. Page 144 – Dominique to Alvah Scarrett – she’s never re-opened any great book she’s read and 

loved because ‘it hurts to think of the other eyes’ – what does this reveal? 

15. Page 197 – Howard after turning down the Manhatten Bank Co. job – how could that be ‘the 

most selfish thing you’ve seen a man do?’ 

16. Page 109 – Toohey’s speech – why is he concerned with man renouncing his petty problems of 

gain, comfort, and self-gratification? 

17. Page 352 – Peter on the stand at Howard’s trial – why can’t things be simple and easy? What 

does this scene reveal about Peter? 

18. Page 432 – Gail to Dominique regarding the statue 

19. Page 119 – Dominique in response to Peter – how did he know how to pick out all the rubbish? 

20. Page 357 – Howard at his trial – what does this “defense” reveal? 


